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“They recetved the Word with all vaad, of ‘mind, -
and fravched the feriptures daily, iobetber thefe
thivgs were f3, Paul.




KixoRe SER,
EFORE 1 proces

iatian, and-a man of a v;
Nany. years been cnd:avin:fi:-
rrel witly Mr, Hill,on:zccm!ng!
e elgion s e o 2lon hed
et e ie topic, influenced
vite him and I\I}";. Hr!r’flf:;l:err:i f‘;:fl Eh“{l‘b; o
the fame time 1o invite a number of
be prrercm. {Mr. Hill had; for.a gy,
:g_cxully avoided any” converfation
Y ingate refpedting religion, -
é_r::i.pnnc:pluf, and vislent temper. )
B ‘::;:u:)r.tr;;%{}g‘mﬁri’pﬁﬁ:! thes Baflor's, on Friday.

y of 8¢, er, 1g i b
members of, faid Charch. . Aflora figie oo ouher
fuiln’vin“mn‘;‘lymga'c Propofed” 10° M - Hifl aje

Hpmaee T y
 Towhich Mr. Hill anfwen oot
l’:‘iff i:-hm)}uwn-‘,rplin;.n’!ifnrte\%hp:":f:f;oﬁ'hxﬁg
s :h:neh‘ on OF 2" Anfer: <o nni‘-;ncli:ie‘dnzél
i  was the fon of Jofeph.” Aiter 5 Co:
e e comfer!':lxor: refpecting. various Y i
fIPture which fpeak’ o ]cﬂﬁ TRl

ingate finding thofe prefint wr_ﬂ]‘ghriﬂ, Deacon

lent temper
to ftir up
of his car

T aitendmee and it was
g;:j ]\.Ie excla “bitterly :gaia:lki“g:‘i; (R
Ly :Jifaln’hc:umg thg;n_ asmuch hereticsas Mr. Hj))
he war cdnlei -fmi T I :
~#r would not wwl’hip :\I"IL:] 1:‘;:‘:“&:“({ Sl nul:
5 &c.

Mr, ™

- propricty of fuch
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Hill tnderftanding
[ on o fiid Cliech, was
the ‘clagour: Deacon’ Wi
refpetting this”donferdnee, his'a
Ditacon Erery alétter on theilt
el for the difficubties and &
Bareh as

forier mat
“lént which G

jedts § thasrie Afofiles a
talent in introdiiin
that we ought dst one
who made different conftruétions of the-fame 120 or
thiat the Proteflants did dot believe the doltrincof
«tranfubfantiation becaule it ‘was unreafonable, not-
“withitanding the Scriptures plainly faid “this is my
body—this is my blood™; thatitwas as unreafonable
to believe that rhree-were but ene , and that ene was
“three, as to believe that bread was fieth, or that wine
was blood ; that one great objeét of Chrift's miflion
into the werld was to.enforce the duétrine of the re.
fitretion ‘to an immortal life, and 1o give an-exam-
plecasa full proof of the dogrine ; that if. Jefus
Chriftwas fo-the order of beings fuperior. ‘1o man,
- i refurre&tion would not prove meu's refurreclion
-aiy more than man's refurredion would prove the
refurre@ionof'a brute ; and that concerning thedivi
conception (fu called) he argued that - Mary was
poufed,that is,married o Jolephs that Jofeph v
led her hulband, and Mary wascalled bythe angel
wife ; that if the had not been his wife, he could not
poffibly have meditated the putting
»ring conceived by.the Holy  Ghoft, -fig

el inta the
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the child which fhe had conceiv ; i
favored of God,, wonld have ]mtn:‘j:‘h“r?il"lehzel)h%wy
influence, would be the Meffiah, the fame whiC}‘| xge
prophets had foretold was 1o come, would fave :he
aoa];kmﬁi?g;]:he;{ i;l'nj, }vollrld bring life :u:d-imm(.wE
5 that Jole, i ;
event of his wonderful drci;,”:'-lcz,l-‘ii:gd “:uﬁ:::a o
f;‘m\t:'crfal_mp“vuh her as his wife from the 11:1:’3;
m; tg.af[n‘, tll fhe was_ delivered; that Luke and
r”‘ccr.r };;Pﬁf,sd_z‘niAl;lmﬁlesk l'u%pm’cd him ta be the
nob Jolephas wellvas the feribe; i ]
'4_0'\Au§‘thc teachers of “the pc:p?ca‘}i F;}I‘vl:‘?:s,
b rE"r:u 'gufs were men of information ; that he dnyd’
nonfe why swe in this day might nat fuppole fo too ;
that his being called the Sori of God ' did *net prove
;Pﬁ;;;.?/], any more than Adam’s bein, taf?e% tl::
.—.,‘ 5 God j—for all good men Wwere called the fons
mon fenfe,

3 that if we quit reafon and
we, by enthufiafs £ epbs ) i
m%ujﬁm;ﬁ ]m::r; :gmr’_;:’;—;d fugesiition, mijzhe,
o T{:lbln - i this Jetter kindly ; faw
mm; Hi ;!'al‘: ; ifier, and with more than éon’l.
e !h:‘lr'ﬂ:lj::l}]:el[i“ < 11 m by the hand, thanked him
o had et him, faying § iven '
:;amrn.good deal of fauisf: .‘{}I::;g!::sic]:feglv:ef
10t [0 bad as he had heard, érc. Deacon, Wingmf;
nd thewed it 10 the Rev. Mr.

berrowed this letter g

{:f‘({‘.:‘fsrf of Scarbur(iugu, who, filled .with énthu-

Lafle acal, pa s folemn fentence of condemna.
1Pon ity calling it herefy, blafphemy, damnak

bis awful fentence being com

dodlrine, &¢.

-

nicated by Deacon Win, X
i & gate to Deacon Emery ; Iy
;;.v;lzllr:,lxggxlgrcclf, and by Deacon Wji,]nr :‘sr';rw,:'l{f
» was inducedwith one other’ member of | wi‘; i

church, toapply to the Paflor,

neatiog, which was.appointed ¢ reeali i

o be held at the |

s T

tor's, January 17, 1793—At which meeting Degcon
. Wingate appeared, and entered hiscomplaint againit
WMr. Hill, charging him with giving it as his opin-
jon, that Jefus Chrilt the Mefliah was not begotten
by the miraculous power of the Holy Gholl, and
ghat he was the'real fon of Jofeph and Mary. Mr.
Hill then defired the meeting ~might be ariiourn:r_l,
that he might haye timeto prepare himfel {or his
defence, and that the mecting at the adjournment
might be held at the meeting-houle, and-pulﬂ;c no-
* tice given. Accordingly the meeting was ddjourn-
" e 1o the firlt Thorfday 1p May, then next follow-
ing, to méet at. the’ meeting-houle: at 2 o'clock in
* the afternoon,,
~ On the firlt Wedneflda
* met at Mr. Weblter’s
* Church ftopped, and i 1o afk counfel in this
" matter; of the Affuciation. Accordingly the Chuirch
* were ail invited to meet the Affociation that after-
*tioon at Mr. Webiter's, -which_they did, and after &
- good deal of converfation , in which Mr: Hill freely
* and fully gave bis opinion relpe&ting the fubjed mat-
' ter of difpute, and his reafuns for forming fuch an
opinioy, fixing the whole’ on ‘his Bible. The
“Church fetired for fome time, that the Affociation
might confult amongihemlelves, -After fome time,
* the Church were agaln invited in, and the Affosia-
tion delivered the refult of their confultation, de-
claring that the tenet Mr. “Hill embraced, was in
* their judgment erroneous, and that it ought to be
teftified and guarded againft. “The Church as well
as My, Hill, were not-fatisfied with  thi refulr, be-
caufE they bad left the matter-as loofe as they fourd
it, and the Church as muelr in the dark as ever. It
nfl be remembered, that during all thistime, Dea-
. ~icon Wingate withdrew him{clf-from the fa:].:fll wor=
hip

in’ May the Affociation
and  after lecture, the

ty's
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fhipand- communion of the Chureh’; that Mr. Hill
ha[rh:d two conferences with him' before feveral
witnefles, and expoftulated with him'“on the unread
fonablenels of his conduét 5 that obferving different
creeds could not hure their refpecive believers 5 that
‘we are in a'land of light and knowledge ; that acs
+ions fpoke louder than words 5 that Tefus Chrift
fnid his Apoflles condemied mal condudt only ; and
that what v call creeds were not introducéd into
the Church 1ill a long time after the” Chriftian Era:
After Mr. HHill found that expoltulations had no
¢ffefl, he exhibited 1o the Paftor a complhaint againft
Leacon Wingate, charging him with ablenting
himfelf from the focial wor ip:and communion of
the Church for fix months then laft paft 5 forhis
unchriftian condud towards thofe who* did not can-
frue the facred Scriprures agreeable to his notion.—
For being a railer, a tatler, and a bufybody in other
men’s matters, contrary o the precepts and exam.
Ples of Tefie Chrift ; for combinin with others to
Cefraud one David Hiitchins in the glc of fome iron-
ore mimes 5 for unchriftian condu@® towards hinr in
calling him o 2 conference before witnefles, infift-
ing'on his anfwering fome queftions concer ng Je-
Tus Chrift the Meffias, and then making his anfwers
the faundation of an accufation before the Church ;
and for perfeenting him tor ‘a privaté pique under |
the cloak of religion.  Mr.' Hiil always fuppofed
that Deaton Wingate carried on- this matter ouf of
revenge, becaufe he enlifted his appréntice during
the late waz, contrary to his will, though Hhis perfon
nal interelt did not fuffer by it, for the apprentice
gave him one hundred doflars of his bounty.<— Qg
this account the Deacon often quarreled iRy,
Eill, and finding he conld not get any advantage by
quarreling in that way, e ‘commencad the combat
under

]
£ loak of religion, Befides, Deacon Wia-

m!::n:viej:nlous that Pfr. Hill aflifted Mr, Hutch-
ins in his law-fuit agaipft him concerning lhepxmx';-
re mines ; for Mr. Hill, as a-Juftice of "hch ‘eace,
took a number of depofitions o be ufed in that ac-
tion on both fides, and when .D“m" ng“l: came
to him for his advice, refpecting the matter, ehcml:-
didly gave him his opinion, and the rcafo?sDw y he
‘formed fuch an opinion, which offended the Deacon,
‘thonph the judgment of the court of reference prov-
ed to be the fame, But to return, :
" “The Church being met at the meeting-houfe g
dordini 0 adjonrnment, and the Rev. Duﬁq.‘:,r';‘{:":_
mensway being prefent, the Church requelle mx%hu
flilt in the bufines befure them,asa conciliator. Mg

oo read  paper, which lie fuid swas agreeable
1o the minds n; the Affuciation, giving it .sr t cdu'
opinion, that Mr, Hill’s tenet was falle, un| cur&‘,
&, and that the Church ought to bear their tefti-
mony againft it ; thatthey ought to deal tenderl’:
with a brother'who was in an error not ml‘un!anly.,
- that they onght to advife him to (tudy the Scriptures
nore carefally, and to be careful in not advancm-g
fuch do@rines, they being 2gainft the _aorqmcnht_;.
nets of the Churches in general, and this Church in
particular. ’
‘E?E:?‘I:rf{ﬂill then defired liberty to anfwer for hlm;
felf, and give the reafons publicly, why he fw.lf“t',
fuch an opinion, a confiderable numbes of per ?'“l‘.
being colledted to hear the debates, Sce.  Mr.. Hilt
' then rofe and delivered the following Addrefs :

Friends, Brethren & Fellow-Citizens, i
AR e R
day to anfwet for myfelf before this affembly, mu_chi.
ing the things whereof I am acculed, "v:::
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know that this is an 2
fire to thank my God

]

ge of free inquiry ; and I.dé!

5 that by the conttitution of
this Commonwealth, ““No fubjedt fhall be hurl
~molefled, o seftrained, in his perfon, liberty, or cfs

. Aatey for worfhippingGod in the manner and fea.
fon moft agreeable to the di&ates of his own confci
-ence; or for his religious profeflion or lentiments
pravided be doth not diffurh the public reace, or ob
Atruothers in their religious. worfhip” 1 therefo
1 befeech you to hicar me patiently,

Ery’ Iihaii‘n t

1
retend to.deny the accufation, whi:ll
5 my opinion,that Jefus Chrift the
cgatten by the miraculous powes
<of the Holy Ghofl ; and that he -was the real fon o
Yofeph and Mary :"but fhall. endeavor to give youl
~the realons why. I have formed fuch an opinion. In
Auing this I thall quote no authors but the holy men
of God, whe e ag they Were moved by the Ho-
dy Ghott ; neither. fhall L give their wrilings any
:privare interpretation, but fhall confirue every texs)
wationally, accord 13 to the gift of God that is in
me. But hefore [ proceed, T fhall offer for youg|
candid confidorgiion thce propofitions, - in which .J
#hink you w with me.

. That th 1
- 2d.. That Scripture
G(ri‘r!ure. i
. ThatGed has made ws rational, creatures,
«and chereby diftinguithed us ‘from the brutal crea.
tion jtherefore he. requires us to act-and think of
him, his ways, his word, and his works, according
10 thofe rational powers and faculiies, -which if we |
negleét, we, like the flothful fervant muft be faid 10 |
have hid this diftinguiflicd ralent in the earth,and em-
p}“—diicnl}y to.call God Almightya hard mafter. Were
cither of you to endeavor 10 perfuade a Mehometan
10

e,
befi. tnterpreter . off

Wil b afhamed Slydor b

- Will plead with Ifracl.”

Ls ]

10 embrace the Chriftian religion, would you not
bid him ufc reafon ! and argue the reafonablencfs of
the fyftém as a'proof of its validity 2 ““Come now,

let us reafor together, faith the Lord, though your
fis be as fearlet, they-fhall be white as fnow's
hiey dhall be ag

though they be red like erimfon,
wool2” Tfai, i, 18.—Wihiich is as if
yuur fins be ever fo ageravating,
the deepeit dye, yet i you wil

on my ways, my word and my
‘b convinced that T am
gives you every geod

tude towards' e, dnd retern’a pen
tranfgreflions, and put away the il o your

from beforermy face; dnd T do thenallure yout!
will pardon all your iniquities, and your fins fhal
be remembered no more.” Seeing God thus condef-

13

. cends to reafon with ‘us, furely then it is our indif-

‘penfable duty to reafsn with one nnn{hgr. ‘The
dthe prophet [ays, xlili- 28.° “P0t me i’ remem-
brance, Tet us plead together” : allothe prophet Mj-
‘eah (ays, vi. 23, “Hear'ye, O mountaing, the Lord’s
“eontrouerfy, and ye {trong foundations of  the earth,’
~for the Lord hath a confréverfy with his people, he
0 iny people, what haved
wuntothee, and wherein have 1 wearied thee ?
iy againt'me.” Jelus Chrift himfelf fays, Jokin
¥..39. ““Search the Scriptores, for in them ye think
X }c?mvc eternal Tife, and they are they which - teftify
of me."; hat €an polfibly be meant by fearchin
e not to.ufe our rational powers and facul-
udging or. forining an opinion upon avhat
? " Aiid how can we judge or fora an opin-
y ¢ g thofe powers and facult

which Gog b us to “diftinguith ustrom the
brutes:

“dont
“teft

if we
ties in

i

e find




brutes # - All the parables which ase [o pl
cautifully inteflperfed in the fou
have a tendency te thew. the reajznablens
Gofpel. - The apoftle Paulin all his epifth
fed thefe powers and faculties ;
flai:! Adts xvii 11, ““to be m

-
and the Bereans are
noble than thofe off
Talonica, in that they reccived theword with ali
veadinefs of mind, and fearched the Scriptures daily)
whether thefe things were fo” : and in his defence
before Felix, Adts xxiv. 25. he reafomed o ftrongly.

ol righteoulnefs, temperance, and judgment to come,
s to make Felix fremble. So alfo ona like occa-
on, when he was permitted to anfwer for himfelf
scfore king Agrippa, AQs xxvi 1. his arguments
wvere fo forcible that Agrippa publicly confeffed that
ke was almoft perfuaded to be a Chriftian. The
whale (yitem nII.}:hc Chriftian.religion_was introdu-
wed into the world by the mg‘mf .

Teligions. then we arc to exercife eus reafon on
fubjedls of this nature, a ful jectof the greateft im-
portance (o every one both here and ‘hereafter, J
<laim your attention and candorto the reafons which
I fhallnow offer in juftification of the opinion.where-
of 1am now acenfed.

In the firft place I fhall cndeavor.to fhew, upon
the principles before eftablifhed, that Jefus Chrift
the Mefiiah is por,nor can be the: eternal Father
of «ll things, who is omnifcien: and omniprefeat,

And. for.the “fupport

God over-all bleffed forever,
of which I fhall appeal to the “Jaw and the teftimo.
ny : forif ghy man fpeak not according to this
word, it is becaufe there is no light. in him.” "The
Scriptures teach us that there is - but s God; who
imfelf the maker and governor_of all things ;
this one God s the fole objeft of worlhip 5 aud

wsnte Lord,”

- that there 2

1 lengfs .of its- pre- |
cepts, and h{ that gained afcendency over all other
f

froag Sl
thatfe fent fedus Chrift into the world to inflru@ mau-
i ed' him to work miracles, raifed him
) and gave him all the power that he
everwas or is-now poflefled of. The Scriptures co
tain the moflt clear and exprefs declarations to this
purpofe. +“Thou fhalt have no other God before
me.”’ Again, “*hear O 1lrael, 1t Lord our God is
Again, ““to us there is but one God, the
Futher, of whom are all things, and we in him ; and
one Lord Jefus Chrift, by whom - are all things, and
we by him.” - Again, sne Lord, ane faith, sne bap-
tifm, oxe Gop and Father of all, who isabove ali,

~ andthrosgh all, and in youall. For there is sz God

and one Mediator between God and men, the man
Chirift Jefus.” [t is no where in Scripture faid
three perfons in this one God, noris ~
e of a Trinity exprefsly laid down in any
lireét propofition whatever, Chrilt himfelf
i I and my father are one ;" but he {{iffi-
ciently explains himfelf by praying that his difciples
might be one with him in'the fame fenle in whick
he was sne with the Father,John xvii. 21, 22. “‘that

- they all m:rr’ be one, as thou. Father, art in me, and

1 in thee, that they alfo may be oue in us ; and the
glory which thou gaveft me, 1 have given them, that
they all may be one, cven as we arc one.” Thea-
puitle John, 1. Epit. v, 7. (ays, that ¢‘there are
three that bear record in heaven, the Father, the
‘Word, andthe Holy Gholt, and thefe threeare one.”
_ By the Father I underitand the creator of all things ;
by the Word, the power by which he fpake ; and
by the Holy Ghoft the divine influence which mani-
42fts the being of a God, and his providence to man-
kind;andare no more threediftin® perfons than the fpi-
rit, water and’ blood, which cenftitute every human
Being, make eack man thiec men.
This
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‘This one-God isifaid to have created “al} things ;
14l the heg
carth.  God faid let there be light, and there was
light., - Ey thezword of the Lord were the heavens
amade, and all the hofls of them by the breath of his
nlnvl:gh.  He [pake,®%nd it was done, he commanded
+ and it ftood faft. Thus faith the Lordthy Redeemer,
andhethat formed thee fromthe womb, I am the: Lord
that maketh all things, that firetcheth out the hea-
vens alone, that fpreadeth abroad the earth by my-
felf-”  This fame one‘God is called the Father, that
i urher of all things, aswellwith refped to Je-
s Chrift, asall other beings. *“That they may know
_Hiee the only trae God, and [efus Chrift, whom thoeu
hafl fent, “Co to my brethren (fays Chrift) and fay
unto them, 1 afcenduntoany father and 10 your fa-
ther,. to my Gor to your 'God.”  He alfo ex-
prefsly-fays ¢ is inferior 40 his Father, and that
ali his power was given him by the Father, and that 7
he could do nothing without the Father, John xiv.
28, ““My Father is.greater thanI. The fon can
do nu!hin$ of himfell.  The wordsthat.d fpeak un-
-to you, I [peak not.of myfelf, but the I“a\%cr that
dwellethin me, he doth the works, He received
irom God the Father honor and glory.” Again,
“zhe revelation of Jefus Chrift which Gsd gave un~
to him:”
"It is faid by fome that Chrift did not mean that
he was inferior to the Father with refpect to his di-

vine nature, but only with refpeét to his human na- |

ture : but if fuch liberties be taken in explaininga

crfon’s meaning, language has no ufe whatever.

pon-the-fame principle, 1t might be faid that he

never died, or that he never rofe fiom the dead, fe-

cretly meaning his divine nature only, and there is
neo

inning:God created the heavens and the f sby

hat might be anthorifed

£ e as this.”

Some things are faid fe be with-held from him.:
“Of that day and that Lour kreweth noman, no not
dlic angels, neither the fon,:but the Father. To fit
on my righthand and on my left is cot mine to give.”

“ 8o his dominion is faid 1o be derived from the Fa-
ther, and is fuborainate 10 that of the ‘Father 5 “and

- when all xlimgs fhall be fubdued unto him, then {hall

the fon alfo himfelf be fubjeét unto him who put all
things under him, that God may be all in-all.

Secing then Jefus Chrift is not the eternal Father,
who is he ¢ To the law.and to the tweftimony. In
the infancy of days, God told the fcrpenl,;{{fat the

_Jeed of the woman thould bruile his head ;s it then
poflible that the feed of the woman can be older than
the womean herfelf ; and allo co-cqual -and co-cter-
nal with God the creator of the woman 2 Alfo God
told Abraham, thatin his feed all natians of the earth
fhould be bleffed ; and this fecd (faith the apoftle) is
:Chrift. Hear alfo what Mofes faid to'his people,
Deut, xviii. 15. “the Lord thy Geod will raife up
unto thee a prophes from the midlt of thee of thy

brethren, like unto me, unto him.ye fhall hearken.™
The apoftle Peter, Aéls iii. 20. &c. [peaks of Jelus
Chrift as being this fame perfon who Moles foretold
was to come, and fays, that all the prophets, as ma-
ny as have fpoken have likewife foretold of thefe
days. Luke in his %cncilog)‘ has thefe words, iii.
23. “and Jelus himfelf began to be about thirty
years of age, being (as was fuppofed) the fon of Jo-
feph.” The wortls as was fupgefed ate ina paren-
thefis, which may be left out in reading, and the
phrafe wonld then ftand thus “being the fon of Jo-
Aeph.”  This agrees with Mat. xv. 55. Is not this

the carpenter's fon ? is not his mother called Mary,

and
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awd-his brethren James and _Jofes, .and Simon ard
Judas : and his fifters, are they not all with us ?
whence then haththis man all thefe things? and 1 3%
were pffended inhim.~ But Jefus faid into them, a
- prophet i not without honor, fave in his own corne
fry and in‘his own houfe.”  The Jews alv con-
ceived that the Meffiah would comte from, fome-dif
“tinguithed family, with great pomp, ond it gave
them great offeiice to'fee fo many of the people Ten-
ning alter this carpenters’s fon, and calling him the
promifed Meflias, which led. him to obferve ns he
did, intimating that thofe whom they called low peo-
ple, might have as great abilities, and be as hishly
favored of God, as thole of ‘mare elevated” ftations,
and leemed in an cblique manner to requelt their

tention to Samucl, svho' (prang from no difiinguilh- -

«d line zccording 'to their own genealogy, * and.to
‘David, who Was 2 man after Goi's own heart, not-
withitanding his father's ‘being a htfbandman, a0
tending fheep. ~Alfo this agrees with
what Philip faid to Nathanicl, John §. £5. *We have
found-him of whom. Mofes in ~the ‘law and the pro-
phets did write, Jefus of Nazareth the fon af “Jo-
feph.” " He often called himfeiF the fon of mun 5 fo
the woman of Samaria‘faith, “come fee a man whick
told me all things'that ever' did ; is not this the
Chrift 1" Jefus Chrift alfo faith to the fiume worman,
“ye worthip ye know not what,. we knaw what we.
worlhip : for falvation is of the Jows.”  With his

agreeth the apoftles, A&s ii. 22. *Jefus of Nazareth,
2 man approved of by God, by miracles, and won-
dérs; an figns, which-Ged did'by him in the midit

of you.” "Heb. ii. 17.*Wherefore it bihoved hintin
all‘thingsto be madelikenntohisbrethren.” Heb.ii. 10
“It becamie

[s
beeame hit for whom are all-things and by whoran
g5, in bringing many. fons unto glory, o~
prain of their falvation perfect-through-
1. Cor, xv, 21. *“or finc

arcall th
ke the

sath, by man cul [? e
for as in Adan all die, even foin 5
maile alive.” ~ So the apoftle fays, (peaking of Da-
¥id, ¢that Gud had fworn to_him, thatof the fruit
of his loins according to the fefb, he would raife up
Chirift to fit on his throne.” Paul fpeaks to the -
fame purpofe, Rom. i. 3. “concerning his fon,
fus Chri\i our Laord, which was made of thesfe
David, accerding to the fefb, and declared to be the
fon of God with power, according to, lhe“fp\.':t of
holinefs, by the relurreétion from ¢ e dead : Hence 3
1 think it appears pretty clear that the difciples and

apofiles did not conceive ol him in any other fenfe

than as 2 man divinely favored of God.

1 alk your attention once more, Tt appears that

thie third day after he was crucified, twa-of his dif-

“ciples wen! to Emmaus, and_as they were talking

and reafoning about what had happened, Tefus drewy
near and walked with them, and alked -them
were talking about: they afkéd him
a ftranger in Jerufalem, and did not know
the things that had happened ? and ‘as they did nat
1, they went_on, 1o tell- him “concerning
Jelus of Nagareth, who was a prophet, mighty in
deed and sword before Gog andiall the people”; Luke
i 5. ansd how he had been, condemned and cru
ind that.that it was then three days finc
ned, and that they had trulted that this J
= redecrped racl, Befides, they had
5 about his being vifen again. He
‘hrift ought not to hiave fuffered,
Maofee and all the propheis, he
expounded

beginning



[5r6 ]

expounded unto them in ali the Seriptures, the (hi
concerning himfell.” Now if this doctrine of

being more than & man had been trae, or of T m ich
importance as fome would have it, why. did. he nor

ar ; that is, ¢

ereare fome 1¢
> contradidt wh
fhalt now

were made by him, and withont b v
thing made that was made.”  The evan
L) m:; to beliere recapitulating the grem woik of
Creation ¢ word manifeft

e]rg_v i :,. ord manifelts the power and en-
thus, ©God faid It there be light, and .
light. By the word of rhe Lnrgd were IP:EchI:zr\:r:;
made, and 8l the hofts of them by the breath of his
aotith, . He fpake and it was doe; he commanded
and it ftood fal] E!_)]I. iti,.g. “And to. make all
the fellowfhip of the myftery which
I cginniog of the world hath ‘been. hid in
Ged, who created all things by Jefus Chrift.”  Col. -
i. 1. “For by hic: were allthings created:that are jn
.he“ en, and that-are in.the earth, vifible and invifi-
ble, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or
Cipalities, or-pawers s all things were created b
and forhin, Here it may be obferved,that heaven
earth were not created by fefus Chrift, butall
in heaven and i the earth, ‘that s, i
Pecting the now world, or the Gofp

nges
Einzdom,

Heb.

cominandedt all’ things into bemg : o

< ed 3 more excéllent name than

# efteem or walue more

| |

. Heb, 1. 1, 2. “God, who at fundry times, and in di-
* wers manners, [pake in time pait unto the fathers by

o the prophets, hath in thefe lafk days {poken unto us
B i, o hefinth abpotbid b eP AP A
' by whom alfo he made the worlds.” ' Here the'a-
poftle ufes the ‘plural number, worlds: this inti-
mates that thefe all things rolpe&ing the Gofpel, of
which he was appointed heir, would fpread far and
wide into.various regions and countries. ! Thefe are
the only texts, which feem to favor the notion of Je-
{us Chrift's being thecreator of the world, and thefe
I think, will ‘bear a diffcrent interpretation, fo-as
not to clafh with other plain politive texts, which
Ipeak of God as theauthor Dfa_lrthir. s. - It appears
to me that the apoftles are here fpeaking of 'the ex-
ShlEney of e Clofel 4 Banutiny Al ot Jehs
Chriit as the creator, author,” promulgator and fin-
ifher of this difpenfution. *“Hence he is called the
head of the bady, the church, tw i

the beginning,

the firft-born from the dead, ther in all things {re%—
pedting the church)he might have the pre:eminence ;

© for it pleafed the Fathér, that in him,fhould all full-
nels dwell.” *“Al{o-he isTaid to be made fomuch bot-
~t2r than-the angels, as he hath by inheritance sbtain-

e ey. - John viii. 58.
efus Chrift fays, “‘before’ Abraham was;, 1am.!
his text appears 1o me fo be fully explained by St
John, i..30. *“his is he of whom T Taid, after 'me
cometh a. man who ‘is prefered ‘before ‘me ; for
he wis before me.” =T prefer, fignifies to regard,
an -ahother, to ‘exalt or raife
* o dignity.  Thus Jefus'Ohrift wis preferred before
Abrahan, or any of his progenitors, for he was cx-
alted or raifed by God far aboveany of Adam's race,

* and in this fenfle was #efore them.  Phii ii. 6. Who
being in the form of.(God, thought it not robbery to

be




be equal with God."” Which I confrue thus,that be-
ing a pattern of piety, and doing fuch things as none
but Gad could do, does not rob God of any of his
attributes. 1 T'im. iii, 16. “‘for without controver-*
fy, great is the myfery of godlinefs, God manifelt
in the flefh, juftificd in the fpirit, feen of angels,
preached unio the Gentiles, believed on in the world,
received up into glory.” That is, as if hehad faid,
there is no difpute but that the Gofpel now deliver.
ed was in ancientdaysa myfery, which is now made
kaown by this Jefus, a flefhly being, which was
vindicated by the [pirit of every man, who duly
confidéred its beneficent effe@ls upon the world of
mankind, a5 it tended to promote good will and bro-
therly love among men, which the angels faw would
tend tovthe glory of God 5 and this Golpel was pro-
mulgated among the Gentiles, believed onin the
rld, and nally this fame fefhly being was recei-
vedup-into glory. "Bt he is faid to be “the alpha
and omega, the beginning and the ending,  the firt
and the faft.”" - Very true, alpha is the fift etter in
the Greek alphabet, omega is -the laft { the goflpel
was prum_nJgalcd tormankind in theGreek language,
fence he is called the ji;‘-ﬂ and the laff, beginning and
the endiye of the Golpel difpenfation.  But my bre-
thren, faying and doing are very different things ; to
fay well 1s good, but 10 do well is better, A ¢er-
fain man had two fons, one of theirnames was Jew,
the other's name-was Gentile = At harveft time the
old gentleman-called on his fons-to affift him in his
fufbandry, and to.work in his.vineyard. . Jéew told
him plainly he would-noty but after refleéling a littic
on the matter, he went. “Gentile, like a‘good boy,
faid I'}Mll go fir; but he went not. . Which of the
two.think ye, did the will of his father ¥ Methinks
“Lhear foizic of you whifper, he that went. Tt is idle
far

[-ey]

for any man to make 2 piofellion 'of the Chsif*
~tian religion and not to live agreeable to the precepts
thereof.” How diametrically oppofite is it to the
precepts and examples of Jelus Chrift, the great au-
thor of the Gofpel difpenfation, to make itabufinefs
1o.goabout from houfe to houfe tariling, making
himfelf buly with every man’s -matters, railing at,

{landering and 'perfecutiug - his neighbor, reviling
* and backbiting thofe againft whom he happens to
diftafte, and " anathematizing thofe
who do not form an. opinion-in religious matters a.
greeable to his notion': this-is diametrically onnﬁi:
10 the precepts of that Gofpel which be- profefles,
which fays, Mat. vii 1. “judge not that ye be not
Judged, for with what judgment ye judge, ye fhall
be judged; and with what meafure. ye -mete, it thall
be meafured to you again,” and infilts 'on taking &
mote out of his brother’s eye, without ever confider-
ing that theré is a beam in his own, or taking the
leaft thought of luking afier itwhen he-is told of ity
ar that he has no right to/judge “‘another ‘man’sft
vant” ‘but émphatically fays, ““conte fiot near mie for
I am holier. than thou™ ; “thefle (Tays the prophet e
faiah} Ixv 52 are a fmokein my nofe, a fire that burn-
eth all the day.” " A good tree; my brethren, eannot
bring forth'corrupt fruit, néither can & eorrupt tree
Bring forth good fruif, but evary tre¢ is known by its
fruit ; do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of
¢ hiflles 70 Thcfg are the very ‘charafters: whom Je-:
fus' Chirift reprefents as-thutting op ‘heaven againft
* men ; they will not go in themfelves, and thole who
wauld go,in they hinder 3 who devour widow's hou-
fes and'tor-a pretence make long'prayers ; who came

o

E gafs fea and liand to “make ‘one’ profelyte, and when

e is made, make him two-fold more the child of
How oppolite is thiste
the

Eellithan he was; before.




[ 2]
the claradter of a Chiiftian, wha always endeavoes to deal
jnitiy, to love meroy, and to walk bumbly wiih bis God §
who performs all the commandm#nts and ordinanees of ‘the
Lard biamelefs s full of pity and compatfion -taail men, and
Joves the brethren that all men may know that he is Choft’s
difeiple indeed god in truth, fulfilling the very lft point ; for
{as the apofile James fays, it 10.) whotoever fhall Yeep the
whole Taw and yet offénd in one point, is guilty of all,”" To
keep the whole law, that is, the'code of maral laws,
break one of thoie laws, is'a - contradiction 'in term,
the whole were kept, no one cauld be broken,

dunfg man’ éame to Jefus Chrift in
him what he fhould do to wherit eternal 1
keep © :?:: commandments, and ' told him  which

they
were, that e, thou fhalt do no murder, non cammit adultery,
1o¢ fkeal, nor bear falfe witnefs, but honor thy father and

mother, and love thy meighbor a3 thyfelf, ANl thefe (fags
tha young mam) [ have kepe from my_ yoiuhs up; sehat Iack [
yet 2 If thon wilt be perfed, pe el ‘all that thow Baft,
aed give fothe poor: that # he had faid, thow balt
abundance of this world’s gnm!- thertfore thou cughtelt ta
be mare charltable to the poor and diftrefied; this is one thing
aczdfol. ind the "apotis fays, “though'l [peak, Wit the

e of men, o of angels, xnd have' not:ehavity, T am he-
ame as foinding brafs or a tinkling cymbal = and thotgh
Fhave the g rophiccy; and-underfand all -myileries and
2l knowledge 1 and though f bave all faith, (o that 1 could
vemoye moantaing, and bave aot charity, I am nothing. And
though l h:m.w all my goods to the plmr and thouzh I give

iy body rned, and have not charityj it profiteth
-(\:lhm;: “l‘anly fisfereth long and is kind, charit i
gty ch waunteth notitfelf, is not puffed up, doth: not

lieh sfell unfeemlys fecketh not her own; s not cafily
$ACVOLED, thinketh o evi?, rejoiceth not'in iniquity, but
rr)mccth in the truth, beareth all'things, belieeeth all things;
Gopeth il things, endureth 3il things.  Charity ewer faileth;
but whether there be prophecies, they fhall fail ; whether
therz be tongues, they thall ceafe ;- whether there now-
ledie, it Mall vanifh away. When Twas 2 child, | {pake ag
A child, T underftood as a“child, T thopght =uqlulﬁ| but
when T hecame a.mai, I put awsy childifh things, ~ And nov:
* abidéth faith, hope, hauw, thef three  ‘but | the greateft of
thefe is charity.” s s the on= point, which if any man
neple@ to keep, be i vcniy guilty of ‘offending againdt’ the
gu‘tnrmpwrunt command contained. in"the Gofpel of Jelue
“Chrift,
=1

* thers who complied,

£ iarq7];

Trthalt-now give you by way of conclufion a thore
fchedule of the introdution of creedsinto the Chrif-
tian church ; for in the days of Jefus Chrift and his
‘apoftles, |here was 1o creed -required -of Chriflians .
except * bulieve in God, bulieve zlfo in me,” that
is, Jefus Chrift. * Believe-on the Lord Jefus Chrift
and thou. fhalt be faved ;” but they were cautioned *
not to believe ever fpm(, bur 10 27y the [pirits,whe-
ther they were of God ; becaufe many falfc praphets
had gone out into the worhl and they were told
how they fhould know the tsue fpirit from the falfe
ones ; that is, ‘every [pirit that confefseih that Je-

fus Chrift s come ‘in the flefb, is of Go Con-
ftantine, Emperor of Rome, about three hundred
* years after Chrift, having fome remorie of confci-

ence for fome enormities he had comm
1o-the priclls of thei ¢k of Ceres (tlien a heathen
. Church) for a pardon : They knowing his crimes,
firfed 10 grant his. requefte He'took umbs:
their rch(al. mmsdmely applicd to the Chril~
mm Bithops, who embraced the !.wnrab!e OppOTtil.
nity, and told him, they would grant his requeft—
provided hewould confefs: his_ faclts, and take the
Chriftian religion under hisproteion. Heaccept-
& their propofition, made a cnnﬂ:ﬂ‘nn, received his.
pardon, and then ifized a decree in favour of the
Chn[han religion, . du,}armg it to be the religion of
‘his empire., % on after,in erder to eftablith a uni-
fnrmny in religious: matters, he. called a c
the clerzy, to alemble at Nice, in which he
himfclt, and: -after long  altercations they broug
forth what is now called the Athanafian creed ; thu’
anumber of the cler n diffented, and fome o-
1d fubfcribed the creed far
the fake of mn!unmw. went home, expl ained away
ithr, rigor of it, and taupbt theiz people a very, differ
eut

od, applied -

ingil of

-
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ﬁ!i: tion i~ Does any man wha(knowingly and wit..
).

el

o S This'in
al authorities

aftic J-lives in open viglation of any known command
d Being fpilt in' thic Chr

efus Chrift, deferve. the name of a_ Chriftian,

S Fuvénge il ¢ Jo-aot all Chriftians aim at the fame thing, Hap-
:;};‘{{ TE,‘L fL _‘lfmﬁtc it bed by #f:{,q:]?, bingfs 2 Did not the apaltles always endeavor to keep
'me}o_r RIS AT et ot B a good undertanding between the Jewifh and Gea-

incorporation, to keep the people in' ignor

Bible was printed *ina I unknown 1o

common’peap

couatries,
K

tile Chrittians |15 it not the duty ot every man-te
read his'Bible.? Has not every man a right to rhini

onwwhat he reads ? Have I not as good a right-to
&lkon what I read and tellmy thoughts 2s any other
n ! Canany of you, my brethren, put yourfell
inmy fituation (willing, nay, defiraus. to keep fel.
lowfhip and commupion  with thafe ofz different
erfuafion in fome points, which are univerfally ac-
nowledged to-be” myfericus,) lay. your hand on
syour heart and copdemn yourfelf: < Therefore alf
tyngs whatlpever ye would that men fheuld do unig
you, do en fo ‘yntg them ; this.is the Jaw: and
the prophets:*’ fi iy
Upon which Dr. Hemmenway, at - the requeft of |

acon: Wingate, made fome curfory obfervations 5
aiid then the Church pafled the following votes :

it <« That it appears to the Church that brather
Hill has profeffed and declared his, opinion concers-
ing the perfon of our blefled Saviour in the manper
chiarged in the complaint.”

2d. «That the tenct abovementioned is in their
Judgment falfe and unfound, . repugnant to doSrine
Ltaught in the facred  Scriptures, fubverfive of tke
* Chriftian religion, as tanght, profefled,.and believed
inthe proteltant rcformed Churches, and. i ¢
“Church in particular ; that it is derogatory to, the.

gnity and honor which is to.be aferibed 1o vur di.
“¥ine Redeemer 5 and that for any one to Lold forth
“and propagate fuch fentiments is matier of juft of-
fence 10 the Church, tending to difturb and deftroy

: the

o th ed al
and dangerous to the lives-and propertics of thofe
whe dared to think for themfelyes : witnefs,” Jol
Rogers and thoufands of others.  But thanks be 1
God who has given us, the Inhabitants “of thele Us
asited States, 1he viGory through~our Lord Jefi
Chrift; and my earneft prayeris, thathisword mas
have ‘free courie; run and be glorified. )

To fum up the whole' matter, muft we not all|
judge of every thing, according to fuch powers and|
facolties as éhd has’ given us ¥ Can there be'two
upremes? Cah any. being ' desived be undervived 3
Can any belug begitten. be undegotten 3 Cilin any be-
ing proceeding frem (he Sirlt eanfe; e the firft caufe t

5 there any equivocztion or ‘exception in Peter's
addrefs; when Jie faid, ‘A&ts x. 34. ““of a truth T
perceive,’ God is no refpedlor of perfons, but in
every nation, he that feareth God and worketh righ-
teoulnefs, thall be accepted with him 2" Is it not
secelary for every: Chriftian 1o endeavoiir to cop-
dud himf ble t0 the precepts and examples
s Jefus Chriffythisigiear avthor” of the Gofpel dil-
- penlutiop
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tie comfort, peace and edification of the Church,
and corrupt the do@rine of faith -which is the Bond
of Chriftian communion , and the church think it
ihieir duty to give their tellimony againft it : - but 25
brother Hill profefles his ferious an hearty belief of
tlie Chriftian_ religion as contained in' the Facred |
Sériptutes, and his readinefs 1o receive any farther
light which may be offered fto him from the word of
God, charity difpofes to hope anid prefume that he
ismot confirmed and obftinate in his miftakes, byt
that upon Better confideration *he will fee reafon-to
purge out that unfavary leaven, which gives offence
1o fo many ferious Chiiftians : and it is euf defie,
in conformity to the Rules of the Golpel, 10 reflors
an offending brother.in the fpirit of meeknefs, and
heal lis wound with a tender hand + we do now car-
-neftly exhort him humbly and prayerfully 1o fearch
the Scriptures, to fearch his own heart, and keep
*his mind open to conviction, toguard againft preju-

dices, and'not think it any difhonor 1o give up any |
miftakes which he may have unwarily emenain:n{ 4
cund it is ourhearty defire and prayer that'he and we
miay be guided and kept inthe way of truth, and
that our contending for the faith delivered to the
Saints may be conduéted withcharity and patience;
that we may beware of the devices of Satan and ftu. |
dy the things which malc for peace, and ‘whereby
one may edify another.”

‘Then Mr. Hill, at the requeft {6 a number of his
frignds, and niot being anxions 10 profectte matter,
of this kind, withdrew his complaint againft Dea.
2on-Wingate, 3

The Clivich meeting was then diffolved,
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