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48 " TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND cAPFIVES,

- were the captives hurried, and how did it fare with them on .

the retreat? Alas! no echo from the past replies. We may
-assume that Mary Storer and Esther Wheelwright were kind-
ly treateq by their savage  captors, who knew the value ' of
their prize, and doubtless expected a large sum for the ran-
som of‘the two girls, - L ‘

In gloom and despair, the meagre harve

st was gathered

that autumn by the survivors at Wells. Drearily the winter -
settled down,sjoylessly came planting time again, and a sec.

ond harvest wag garnef.egi; before the veil of silerice arid sus-
pense, that hung ‘over the fate of the captives was lifted.
Then came a letter from Samuel Hill, dated Canada; QOct. 4,

1704, with assurances of- the ‘sa'fety‘ of his family, and that of -

his Brother Ebenezer. Meantime Deerfield had been sacked,

. and in t_he,_D'ecemb.er, following Hill's letter, Ensign Sheldos v

of that town set out for Canada. - The hearts of a1 the New -

‘England captives there were cheered by‘t'hga news of his ar. -

rival. On the 29th of March, 1705, while in Quebec, he re.
ceived from his son’s 'Wifé,_Hannah, ‘Chapin of. Springfield,
‘then a captive in Montreal, 5 letter enclosing the following,!
from James Adams, a Wells captive: =~ b

L | p’rayvgiuebmy_Kind loue to Landtord Shelden,r and tel.Him that
fam sorry for all his los, I doe, in these few lins showe youe, that

god has shone Yo grat Kin’dnessfz_md marby. In éarrying youre
Daighter Hanna and Mary in partickele?; through S0 grat a jorney
far beiend ny expectation, ‘noing How ‘Lame they was ; the Rest of

yore children‘ar'e with the Ind‘ians,"—'R‘emembcrnanCe liues near ca-

Now in Memorial Hall, Deerfield,
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“doe.”

bect, !

In reply to his daughtel‘_fs lettéf Mr. Sheldon says:-

" neighbors here, are al] wel]. Myself, wife and child are well. *Pray

that God may keep, and in due time deliver us, . - -
' 2 Your loving brother and sister,

. _ EBENEZER ang ABIAH Hirp”
- Never was the Sea so blue,—never dig the waves leap SO
gaily to the shore,—never was the sky so fair, or the air so

- .

soft, or the scent of the pines so Sweet, as Whe;__l the news of
that letter Spread from door to door at Wells. For -nearly

. two-years they had mourned their loved ones as dead, when

~the glad tidings comes’ that “Cousin Fletcher and. Mary
. Sayer and b’rother._]oseph’s daughter ‘ang Mary Storer and
" other friends and neighbors a5 if named, are well.” All was
joy in Storer's garrison. - In Wheelwfight’s, 1ot joy, but hope ‘
.'revi-ved', and yéarning more intense, and resolVe'strengthened

=24

to find and rescue Esther if alive. , S

But where was Esther?“[Cleafly‘the Hills ‘and . James
Adams were ignorant. of her fate,—but how did this child
elude the sharp eyes of John Sheldon, and the vigilance of

~ De Vaudreuip

"Quebec. -
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Hannah also Liues'withthé french, Jn in the sam house -




| ‘and thee details of the captivity. " Deacon. Sheldon was: greatly ,' / —
_exercised by his account of the craft-and cruelty employed ' IR

“nity of his -fellow-townsman, unabashed: by all this parade P =

stand before mean men.’ o o I e

ferencés with the governor - “God’s' tlme of deliverance,”
. haps be: ransomed but, “knowing Monsieur Dudley’s resolu- N
tion not to ‘set up an Algiers trade’ by the purchase of pris- - ' “ P

~ what basis for that can bé arranged, since he Yearns by the - : o s
list of French pmsoners sent him that the governor of Bos- ' o

e e «ENVS‘I‘GNA JORN SVHEL‘DOVN.' Lo '.,177 -

Chateau Rlcher where he had been sent to prevent his” 1n-'

l- ‘terference with the conversion of his people by the Jesuits.
o From hnn Sheldon heard that hxs children were living, and S
s ,]ohn* Wells learned the sad’ tldmgs of: his mothere murdes “‘““"j’“ - S

He ton them the’ harrowmg tale of the- tharch to Canada

by the French “to ensnare the young, and to turn them from .

- the 51mphc1tv of the Gospel to Romish superetltlon

Mr. Williams doubtless accompanied the‘veﬁvoys to” theu‘ .‘

first audience with the governor. ,The good deacon inhis ©~ - RECRRRNeE
home-spun garments, must have felt himself in strange con- 4 R
trast with the othér occupantsof the council hall ; the gov-" R
‘ernor majestic and surrounded by the brilliant’ umforms of* PRI
“his guard ; the haughty intendant; popinjay pages loitering - - KRS

about, sterd ‘old warriors bedecked with medals, gay young
sprigs of the ‘nobility in elegant a‘pparel “]esmte like black e
spectres, gliding in-and out.” -As Mr. Williams saw the dig-. -~ S

he perhape thought of the m-overb “Seest thou a man dili-. 4-‘ e e
gent in his business, he sheul stand before l\mgq he shall not R i o

The deputies recelved little satlsfactlon from thelr con-' 3"

-

says Mr. Wllhams “was not yet come.” Monsieur de Vau-

' . dreuil was civil and mplomatlc He says that the Indians ~ BRI '

are his allies, not- his subjects; he has, therefore, no real
right to demand the captives from them. They rmght per- L

ey

U gy waﬂfi'tr': ettt

oners,” he dares. not take the" responsmlhty» As to an ex-
change of those in:the- hands of the French“’ he hardly sees
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.- 178 TRUE STORIES OF NEW ENGLAND CAPTIVES. .

ton has - permitted - ‘some” Port Royalists, who. should have
‘been sent home with the exchange, to embark for the West'_
S : Ind1es “Moreover, there is Baptiste. .
.. . - ' The days passed in -alternation of hope and dlscourage-_
L ‘ment.. Fair promises were. succeeded by evasion and delay.’
Mr. Williams was refused - permission to go ip to ‘Montreal -
“to talk with h1s ch1ldren a,nd nelghbors ‘and sent back to o
Chateau- Richér. . . . R 5
T Leavmg Mr. Sheldox to push the. searoh for h1s thldren o
 and the other captives, many of whom hid been put out'of =~ . = ..
* sight, Mr. Livingston set out for Bpston,on the ISth of March R o
" to state the situation of affairs and cafry De Vaudreuil's let- - = . Y
" ter to the governor, but returned to Quebec on the 26th, the - : ’
ice being unsafe. ‘On the 2gth, Mr. bheldon received a let-
“ter from his son’s wife in' Montreal, which probably gave -
AT h1m the first definite 1nte111gence of his children. It appears” . -
. ... to have enclosed a letter from one- of ‘her fellow-captlves
who, on 1nd1rect evidence, I assume to be James-Adams, cap-. =
tured at Wells, in 1703, with ‘Samuel Hills and others. Of '~
_the letter: and its enclosure only the followmg surap, in-a -
" beautiful hand wrltlng, remams I i

4 pray ‘you. my kind lote to. Landlord bhelden and tell Him'I _
~am sorry foralt 'his Los. I doe in. these few. lines ‘showe youe that . -
- God has shoie yo. grat kindness-arid man,y, In-carrying your Daigh-
ter Hanna and Mary in partickeler through so¢ grat a iorney far
behrend my expectations noing how Lanle they was, the Rest of -
~ your chlldren are with the Indizns:. Rémembrance lives near ca-A
be(,t Ha‘nnah does 11ues with the frenc In the same house 1 doe.’

Mi‘ bheidon S reply to his daughter—m law is dated:

)

.- , “Quebec the'r of Aperl 170,5 "
der Lhup T :
. thisi 1s to let you noe that i received yours the °9th of ’Vlarch S
which was a comfort to me .. .. 1 am whf.le blessed be God for

i 1y i s A
e S ot ises i i A
e T Pt 5

it mld i.may tell, you i dont here of my Chlld as it; [yet] the saye '
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 ENSIGN JOHN SHELDON.. .~ - 179 -

N

".is‘ that he i's‘ in the wodes a‘hunten. remember mjfldlié to Mr. Ad-
fdams and his wif and 1udah Writ and all the reste ‘as if named and .
my. harty desire is that god would in his own good tlm-e opene a dore -

of deliverans’ t'ore you al,"and the meanwhﬂe let us ‘wait with pa-

“tiens-one God for. it, hoe can bring lite out ‘of darkness and let us
_cast a} our care one god who doeth _care-for ‘us and can helpe us .

- Mr Williams is sent. down the riuer agarie elghteen or twenty miles;
© 1 did enjoy his company about three wekes, whe® wasa conifort to ;,_
“me, he giues his loue to al the, captlves there. My desire is that Mr’
- Addams and you wod doe al you can with your mistress” that . my.
- children mite be redeemed from the Indanes.” Our post retur ned
- bake again -in 8 days by’ reson -of the badnes of the ise, they goe
‘.agam ‘the seckont of this month, and i desire to com up to Montreal -
- the begmen of May John Wels and Ebenezer Warner giues ther B
V"loue to al the (.aptlues ther, and SO rites your louen father :

F o _ . - Lo John bheldon
Between the date of the above and the seventh on ‘which-

the post is to start again, Mr. Sheldon is busy writing letters.

 The followmg, dated . April 2d, 1785, is the' remnant of that
' :_-sent by this post to his'son John, at Deerﬁeld

“deer child this fue lines are to let you noe i am in good helth at.

thls time blessed be God for it. imay tell you that we sent-away -

‘a_post. the 18th day of Mar(,h they ware gone 8 days -and returned
a gane by reson, that-the'ise was soe bad.- this may let you noe- I

receiued - a letter from your ‘wife’ the 29th of ‘March and ‘she was

- “whel. " i may let you noe i haint sene none of my chlldren but here

thev are gone a hunten.”

‘ On the 7th of" April, Samuel H1lls of - Wells WhO gladly

gave his parole for the opportunity of visiting - “his friends,
- accompanied by two. Frenehmen named Dubois, set out for:
“Boston with- letters from the envoys and the governor of Can-

ada. They went across ‘the country and down the Kennebec

- 'to Casco bay, arriving at Piscataqua on the 4th of May; and

on the 1 sth, the letters brought by them were commumcated

'by the governor at Boston to h1s councﬂ De Vaudreuil re-
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ﬂ T __1'80 ~ TRUE STO‘RIE‘S’OF NEW .ENGIZAN_D CAPTIVES.- )
-¥ S IR crlmmates in deta11 the accusatlons of the duphcate lettersA
’%i, . . sent by Sheldon, “not having - received them by Albany.”

‘Re1terat1ng obstacles, and stating ‘his terms for the return =~~~ = _}
of the captives; he adds: “Mr. Livingston is a very worthy . '
man, with whom T could soon agree upon an exchange were
S SR not his powers limited. If you were sole in command in Ne\v RRTI
‘& '+ . . England, as I am here, I.should not have hesitated to take -~ -
oo w . your word, and it would really have given me great pleasure-."_' o
* to return to you by him all your prisoners. -Butas you have
. a Council, whosé opinions are often divided; and in-which . -~ - = f .
you have but one vote, you must not take it il that T. de?na.nd I |
. a4 guaranty for the return of the prlsonerq on yout side, more o N i
: eqpunalh because I, on my side, having absolute authorlty .
* “.am always able to keep my pledged word.” , o
. The persistent impoftunities of Mr. Sheldon and Mr. \Vll-
~ liams, aided. by-the friendly offices of Captain de Beauville, . o
“an officer of high- rank; brought about theé ransom of the . - . & &
ministers daughter Esther, one of - Sheldon’s children, his ' o
* son's wife and two others, unknown. ‘The governor also pur-
chased Stephen Williams from his Indlan master, and Liv-
- 1ngqton told him at’ Sorel he  was to go home with . hirn,
“which,” says the boy, “rev1ved me very much to think of
. going home, but the o‘overnor qulckly altered hls mlnd sald
~Imustnotgo” .. o
. Inthe first’ days of May, the envoys Wlth their five re--'
. deemed captives, set out on ‘their journey home. The Sleur' '
de. Courtemanche a-distinguished officer; with eight French -
_ eoldlers accompamed them as escort; carrying duplicates of
- ~ .. .the governor’s letters already forwarded by Hills. Shortly
Lo after the departure, four young men, Thomas Baker, John
R - Nims, Martm Kellogg and Joseph. Petty disappointed: at not

S i e eapam e R it

; ' ’Letter of De Vaudreuil to ‘Dudley,. Quebec March 26, I7o;,.m answer to
_ ‘those of’ Dudley, sent by Sheldon and Livingston. B 'B. Poore Coll: Vol 5, !
_p- 221,'in Mass. Azglfives. A 7
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~day.
" Concerning the exchancre, Dudley makes all proper con-.
cessions. Tt may take place at Mount Desert, whither he
‘will send all the French prisoners on any day when De Vau-
dreuil will send the English there. He will buy none from
 the Indians; but if they.are not at once rescued from them,
~he will retaliate and “your people will be reduced to accom-
modate themselves to a savage life as well as mine.” He re- -
' ~ sents the insinuation that his authorlty is limited: he will

in Boston,! urged the governor to let hlS son, W1lham Dud- ,
Tey, ‘a-young mair of eighteen, bear him company to Quebec
~and return on the'same vessel. Glad of an opportumty to.

acquire mfo_rmah_on and hoping thereby to obtain the +elease

of som€, the governor consented. “Bread, Beer, Flesh and
voyage.are ordered aboard - Cap- E

L1

Pease for a twenty days
tain Vetch's. vessel, with *“a Hoggshead of good wine:as a

~ present to the Governor of Quebec.” The two Dubeis are’
-sent home by land; Courtemanche orders ‘Samuel Hills to .- _
accompany him by sea.- Dudley s dispatches? are dated, Bos<

ton the 4-15 ]uly, I 705 and probably the vessel sails the next

send ‘Allain -home, and V{'lth him, in exchange for" the two

girls Mr. Livingston brought back, two strong men of Port -

Royal, captives here. “Asto Bapt1ste I think Monsieur de

.. Courtemanche has learned so many things about his dastard-,
_ 1y conduct that you will agree with me that He’is a rascal Who
" does’ not deserve that you should want him back, and per-
haps you “will thmk he is not worth my keepmg, wherefore

‘Sewall S Dxary, Vol 2, pp. 133-4 has the followmg “‘july 4. Comencement'
Day, I go by Water. .. ... Capt. Courtmaruh was there, and din'd in the
H;lll ” A footnote by the Editor says *This ‘name is utterly strangé and mys-

terious. 'We have no clew to the person “intended.” .Evidently this was 'the

- Sieur de Courtemanche, whose illness may have been the result of his Com-
mencement festivities. C.-A: B. :

’B P Poore Coll in Mass Archlves . R - e ’ .
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