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L Now as to Sieda. While we woro al Doilo, & port in {he
) Philippincs, the captain of an English ship 4n the harbor came’on board one
L evoning, bringing with him & dayik sklnned, long, otraight heired, bright
: © oyed girl, apparentiy about 8 years old, Fo said that he had  just come from
~ 'y theZulu Islanda. At this timo those islands were among the few remaining
_ © ecannibal group islands. He said that ho bought this. girl from her uncle and
P&id hir $8.00 for her, that he was sarious to placo her with a good woman in
8 good home, that thare wes no wonen o hles ship and he roalized that it was not
P ;& suitable plece to bring us a chlld. He pleaded with my mother to teke her.
y _/_f;_'&'ft,or tolidng the nattor ovor with my f{other she congented to take the child.
1M first she sconed isilent and sed, bui she soon found ‘thet we wers her friends
</ "and was perfoctly contented. She becsne a member of ‘our household. We all
o+ loved Siada. She leained the languess rapidly end speke English s without a
© trace of ditloct. ‘She had a good digpsozition, wag roopectful and obedicnt and

N ; : f4e) ¢ :
i One doy aftor Honvy, the \J:.‘.p Loy, come #6¢1live with ug » mothor and
father went esway for tho afternzon, lesving Slada &nd Henry home alcne. When
they retumed, mothor found Siada cryiiz. On esking the trouble found she and
Henry hed been quarrelling. Siada ani: Shed Hariry had called her a Mnigger"
and Heniy said "yog” but she colled ne o *Chinaian®, o

: I35 e
0 ATver my wother dizd, Sisda vend to Ipswich, Messechusetis snd woriked

P in' a stocking factoiy, She vag Lhore --ventd Feers and after a short illness
i kPavged awey. She wag brougus Brei; Yo oo 3T ek is burdied in our family lot
there. e N o 4 B T ot

. Honry, the Jep bey, coma to inorieca with my uncle Androw Meoans, waho
was capiain of tho bark “Cremenal, Thss Loy ceme back with him frem Yokohema -
- 83 a cebin boy. Tho boy was enuclous Ut otay in the country. As my uncle at
.o .the time hed no home » &ud when they can> beek to Hilbridge the boy made his homo
. With us and went to pchool. After legving Mllbridge, he atteonded school at =~
- . Charleston, South Carelina where he nerried en attractive American girl. He
‘and his bride visited us at ¥1lbridze, Ho was in bugsiness et Bostoa for soveral
"Years., Have hoard nothing froa hin Zfor a long time and do not now know where
he 1is, ;." ‘ . ?
{ remembor (ho Menafigld ¥herd well but have no picturos of that or
of the Sawvor ship-building yard. I ax glad to be of some service to you in
your leudable urdertaking, . - :
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/757 never geve nother eny trouble. She vee devoted to the family and extremely loyal.
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RECOLLECTIONS OF SIADA 1871-1915

Siada was a polynesian native child raised by Captain
Lemuel B. Means. During one of Captain Means' later voyages
when he was in Iloilo, Phillipine Islands, a young native
girl named Siada was given to Captain and Mrs. Means as a
gift by another sea captain. Probably Siada had been pur-
chased for about eight dollars at the slave market by the
English sea captain. Realizing that he could not raise an
8 year old Zulu child aboard ship, he asked Mrs. Means to
take care of the child. Mrs. Means, who accompanied her
husband on his voyages, took charge and brought her back to
Maine. GSiada Means lived in Milbridge with the family of
Captain Means while they were there, later going to Portland
and staying with Mr. and Mrs. George F. West during their
early married life. There she acted as nursemaid for Vernon

West when he was a small child.

Siada possessed coal black very straight hair in addition
to very prominent teeth and jaw which made her appearance
seem homely to those who remembered her. However, she
possessed very great family loyalty and could sew fairly
well., Her dispositinn is best derscribed as marcurial from
recollections of her spitting when:meeting those she disliked.
Jennie Means Thompson recalled Siada's violenttemper when
Siada's new 98¢ hat was accidenily knocked into the Saco River
on a boating trip. Siada refused to be mollified with anly
promises of a better replacement. Correspondance of Edgar L.
Means describes Siada as respectful and obedient. He re-
membered her as devoted to the family, loyal with & good

disnosition,

When she was about 20, Siada left Portland for Ipswich,
Mass. where she went to work in a stocking factory, becoming
vory proficient at handling a stocking machine. At one time
Fletcher West sent Siada a horse for her boy-friend John's

farm where she was living. Jenny Thompson recalled the arran-




gement was without benefit of clergy since Siada felt that

with this arrangement her Irish boyfriend did as she wished.

In 1915 Siada died of tuberculosis in Ipswich but at her
request was buried in the Means family lot at Milbridge,
Maiﬁe.
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